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SUBJ: AMERICAN VEHICLES DISPLAYED AT NIGERIAN NATIONAL 
AUTO SHOW 

1 . NIGERIAN NATIONAL AUTO SHOW HELD FEB 24 - MARCH 7 IN LAGOS 
NATIONAL STADIUM, FEATURED PARTICIPATION OF US PASSENGER CARS, 
SCHOOL BUS, LIGHT TRUCKS AND GARBAGE TRUCK FOR FIRST TIME. 

CITY MOTORS, A LAGOS CORPORATION CHOSEN IN LATE 1975 BY FORD 

TO SELL ITS AMERICAN-MADE TRUCKS AND BY AMERICAN MOTORS CORP TO 
SELL ITS AUTOMOBILES, WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR US PRESENTATION. 

2. ALTHOUGH US VEHICLE DISPLAY CONSISTENTLY THE MOST POPULAR 
AT SHOW, PRICES WERE FAR HIGHER THAN COMPETITION. AM PACERS 
SOLD FOR 1 1,000 NAIRA, AM MATADORS SLIGHTLY HIGHER. FORD 48 
PASSENGER SCHOOL BUS AT 30,000 NAIRA. SALES FOR ALL REPORTED 
BRISK. 

3. IN COMPARISON VOLKSWAGEN ' READY TO ROLL" PRICES RAN FROM 
2,700 NAIRA FOR 1500 2-DOOR "BUG" MODEL TO 5,700 NAIRA FOR 
COMBI. PEUGEOT MODELS RANGED FROM 4,500 TO 7,400 NAIRA. 

SOVIET CARS, REPRESENTED BY NIGERIAN-OWNED WAATECO, CAME IN 
FOUR MODELS AT LOWEST PRICES IN SHOW. MOSKVICH 1500 MODEL SOLD 
FOR 1,800 NAIRA, VOLGA STATION WAGON FOR 3,500, AT. I .-PURPOSE 

GAZ UTILITY VEHICLE FOR 3,000. WAATECO DISPLAY MANAGER STATED 
THAT COMPANY STARTED WITH SOVIET LINE IN EARLY 1960'S AND HAD 
GOT OFF TO "VERY BAD START" BECAUSE OF LACK OF SPARE PARTS AND 
INABILITY TO MAKE REPAIRS. THIS ALLEGEDLY CORRECTED SEVERAL 
YEARS AGO AND VEHICLES NOW ENIOY CREDIBILITY AND ANNUAL SALES 
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APPROXIMATING 4,000 UNITS. WAATECO SENDS 15 OF ITS MEN EACH 
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YEAR FOR 3 MONTHS TRAINING IN USSR. MANAGER CONFESSED, HOW- 
EVER THAT HE HIMSELF HAD PUT DOWN PAYMENT ON MUSTANG SUPPLIED 
BY FORD'S PASSENGER CAR DISTRIBUTER IN NIGERIA, ALLEN'S LTD., 

WHICH DID NOT PARTICIPATE IN SHOW. 

EASUM 
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